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THANKS FORYOUR HELP,

GOVERNOR!

Because Gov. Phil Bredesen could not
attend the Friends annual meeting June 13
at the park where he was announced as this
year’s recipient of the Jim Prince Memorial
Award, several present and former board
members visited the governor at his office in
the state capitol in Nashville on July 14 to
make the formal presentation. (Left to
right) Woody McLaughlin representing the
Friends land committee, President Norm
Feaster, Gov. Bredesen, and Treasurer Phil
Johnson. The governor was honored with
the Friends’ highest award for his lifelong
support of preservation and in particular
his help in acquiring additional land to
expand the park in recent months.

TwoO HIKING CLUBS ESTABLISHED IN PARK

By SALLY HUBBARD

As we emerged from the woods at the end of a hike last
spring, Mary Priestley and I talked about an article we
had read about the Great Smoky Mountains 900-Miler
Club that was founded in 1995. We decided that if hik-
ers could complete all 900 miles of maintained trails in
the Smokies we should set out to complete all 81 miles
of blazed trails through Savage Gulf, Fiery Gizzard and
the other spectacular areas of our South Cumberland
State Recreation Area.

Savage Gulf Ranger George Shinn agreed to advise us.
Our initial visit with him helped us decide on the trails’
order of difficulty, and we devised a spreadsheet of 14
trails varying in length from .1 mile (Natural Bridge) to
20.2 miles (Savage-Hobbs Loop).

In July and August we were able to hike all the trails
without camping overnight. Since some miles must be
hiked more than once to reach all areas of the park the
total distance is about 120 miles. That’s much more fea-
sible than 900, whether for busy young folks or creaky

senior citizens!

Whether on Saturdays throughout a year or on a short,
intense schedule, many area hikers will be able to com-
plete this challenge with a little forethought and help
from friends. On two trails it is necessary to either shut-
tle two cars or to beg friends to move a car from the
beginning to the end of the trail. Jim and Marietta
Poteet did this for us once and our husbands did it
another time.

continued on page 3



NEW BOARD MEMBER KNOWS PARK INSIDE AND OUT

By GLENN HIMEBAUGH

Sally Hubbard of Sewanee is among
the newest Friends board members,
however, her association with South
Cumberland State Recreation Area
landmarks goes all the way back to
her childhood.

“Foster’s Fall, as we called it, and
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Savage Gulf were always favorite
picnic destinations when I was a
child, but they were difficult to get
to,” she recalls, adding, “It’s wonder-
tul to have them so accessible to the
public now.”

She also remembers the times her
brothers took her through Lost
Cove Cave and to marvel at the
Natural Bridge, which she confirms
1s a must see for all park visitors.

Sally has wasted no time in becom-
ing active on the Friends board as
chair of its User Group Committee.
You can read her article on page one
of this newsletter about her eftorts
to attract hikers and rock climbers to
South Cumberland and, with fellow
board member Mary Priestley, estab-
lishing hiking clubs

Born and raised in Sewanee, Sally
attended St. Mary’s School, Sewanee,
then studied in Charleston, S.C., and
at Sweet Briar College in Virginia.
She received a bachelor of arts degree
with an English major and music
minor from Tulane University.

She’s been married for 35 years to
Charles A. Hubbard, a retired archi-

tect. They have a married son and a
9-year-old grandson in Fort Worth,
Texas, and a daughter in San
Francisco.

Sally says her favorite and longest
employment was as associate editor
of Studies in English Literature
1500-1900 at Rice University in
Houston. After returning to Sewanee
in 2005, she worked in the vice
chancellor’s office, Admissions, and
Physical Plant Services at The
University of the South, retiring
from PPS last December.

Like other Friends board members,
she believes the major challenge fac-
ing the park is protection from near-
by residential and commercial devel-
opment.

In addition to her work with the
Friends, Sally is the St .Mary’s
School alumnae coordinator for the
Alumni Council of St. Andrew’s-
Sewanee School and a member of
both the Sewanee Community
Chorale and Friends of DuPont
Library. She retired recently from the
board of GOAL (Global Outreach
for Addiction Leadership and
Learning).

(Photo by Mary Priestley)
BOOTH GIRLS.

The Friends had a
booth at the
Mountaineer Days
Festival in Tracy
City in September.
Board members who
helped staff the
booth are Sally
Hubbard (seated)
and (standing left to
right) Jean Jervis
and Nancy Crais.




FIELD TRIP.

Grundy County High
School teacher Wanda Bell
brought her Biology 2
class to the Grundy Forest
on September 29. Here
they pause before taking a
hike along the day loop
with Park Ranger

Jason Reynolds.
(Photo by Mary Priestley)

FrRIENDS HELP HERBARIUM CELEBRATE

Friends board member Mary Priestley wrote an article
about the 50th birthday celebration of the Sewanee
Herbarium at The University of the South which was
published in the September/October issue of The
Tennessee Conservationist magazine.

The Jubilee Jamboree, as the October 11 event was
called, included a hike into the South Cumberland State

continued from page 1

As we walked, Mary and I talked about how to reward
those who hike all the South Cumberland trails. We are
grateful for George’s suggestion that we also reward
those who hike 100 miles, even if it their favorite five-
mile trail over and over. We have created a bumper stick-
er and awards certifying membership in the 100-
MILER HIKING CLUB and the I HIKED ‘EM ALL
CLUB for those who submit a dated hike log.

In the middle of this effort I attended the South
Cumberland State Recreation Area member picnic and
agreed to join the board of directors. Next thing I knew,
I was assigned to the User Group Committee. Has there
ever been a more appropriate volunteer job? Does a
duck like water?

It’s now my pleasure to contact hiking groups and share
the enticing opportunity to know the park from one end
to the other, all the way around, and across one step at a
time. From shady dark groves to breezy overviews, from
fog to sparkling water, from rumors of bears to proof of

Recreation Area’s Fiery Gizzard among a host of other
activities.

In her article, Priestley, who is curator at the
Herbarium, noted that Dr. George Ramseur, founder of
the Sewanee Herbarium and its director emeritus, fre-
quently took his classes to Fiery Gizzard on botany field
trips.

seed ticks. And while hikers pursue this goal, they can eat
as much as they want because food tastes better than ever
before and is burned up before they get home.

To spread the word, Mary sent photos and a write-up to
several local and state newspapers. We were scheduled to
be the program for the October meeting of the
Highland Ridge chapter of Tennessee Trails Association
in Tullahoma; we planned to show photos of our hikes
and distribute information, hike logs and application
forms. I will attend the Tennessee Trails Association state
convention in November and try to attract new hikers
to our park from that group.

More information is available on the Friends of South
Cumberland Web page at www.friendsofscsra.org. We
welcome your ideas for attracting hikers and climbers,
photographers and painters. We invite you to hike, or to
shuttle hikers, and to encourage people in your life to
take advantage of our neighborhood treasure, South
Cumberland State Recreation Area.



OUR PARK’S SHORTLEAF PIN:

ARTICLE AND ARTWORK BY MARY PRIESTLEY

Editor’s Note — A longtime Friends board member, Mary
Priestley is curator of the Sewanee Herbarium at The
University of the South. She co-chaired our successful Saving
Great Spaces fund-raising campaign.

The pyramidal crown is outlined against any ... southern
sky; the thin high whisper is not stilled even on the
hottest days; the warm resinous aroma is baked out eter-
nally by the sun, or tinctures the very raindrops dripping
from the needles.

—Donald Peattie, A Natural History of Tiees

(Photo by Mary Priestley)

SHE’S A REAL TREE HUGGER. Friends board
member Sally Hubbard gives a mighty shortleaf pine
along the Big Tree Spur Trail a friendly hug.

T

ave you been out to see the old-growth shortleaf
Hpine trees north of Savage Gulf? If not, and you’re
up for a 10-mile hike, the Big Tree Spur Trail is a great
destination. The pines out there are 350 to 400 years old;
the hardwoods among them are venerable, as well.
In their presence you can’t help but stand in awe of these
magnificent pines, some of them soaring 50 feet or more
above the surrounding mature forest. Take a look at the
oaks and hickories, too. Notice their widespread branch-
es, which indicate that they grew up in a sunlit environ-
ment, not a shady forest. (Think of a spreading oak tree
in the middle of a pasture—you don’t usually see that
shape in a forest tree.)

Now scan the smaller trees of the understory. You won'’t
find little shortleaf pines growing up to replace their par-
ents. All of these facts—the huge pines, much-branched
hardwoods, and lack of recruitment of young shortleaf
pines—have brought scientists together to study this
remarkable plant community. The shortleat pine commu-
nity is one of the most endangered on the Cumberland
Plateau, and scientists want to find out why it was so
common in the past yet so rare today.

Scott Torreano, forestry professor at Sewanee, is working
with scientists from the University of Alabama and the
U.S. Forest Service to find answers to several questions:
How did this community develop? What are the ecolog-
ical forces at work? And if fire played a part in the estab-
lishment of these trees, when and how often were there
fires here?

The three scientists are using dendrochronology—the
study of annual growth rings—to reveal the ecological
history of the living trees. And they’re analyzing charcoal
in soil samples to determine what tree species lived here
when, going back as many as 8,000 years.

They are convinced that these ancient trees have quite a
history to share. Sprouting from seed sometime in the
1600s, they grew up when the Cherokee Indians lived
here. We know the Cherokee set fire to the forest on a
regular basis to clear the land.

This frequent burning meant less fuel to burn each






